CHARGE OF LIBELLING
- OSCAR WILDE,
COMMITTAL OF THE MARQUIS OF
QUEENSBERRY,

The Marguis of Queensberry Burren-
dered before Mr.Newton at Marlborough.
atraet polica.court, on Saturday, to his
bail, to answer the charge of having pub.

objectionabls words written on a visitine
card, concerning Mz, Qscar Wilde on
Fab. 18, 1895. |

Great interest was manifested in the
proceedings, and thers were numerous
applications from persons of pozition
asking to be scoommodated with seats.
The court was densely crowded . long
before the case came on for hearing.
Mr. Wilde, attived in a long dark blue
overcoat with velvet euffs, enterad the
court shortly after half.past 11, accom.

THE MARQUIS OF QUEENSBERRY.

panied - by Lord Alfred Douglas, and
Lord Douglas of Hawick, two sons
of the Marguis of Quneensberry. DBy
direction of the maristrate, howeaver,
they wore not allowed to remain, and
left the court again, looking somewhat
surprised and orestfgllen, The defen.
dant, in the meantime, had taken his
place in the dock, but only fora moment,
‘his lordship being accommodated 1mme-
diately alterwards, by direction of Mr.
Nowton, with a cbair next to s solici-
 tor, and afterwards with a seat ab the
aide of the court behind his counsel,
Me. C. O..Humphreys. solicitor, prose-
cuted ; and My, E.H, Carson, Q.C., M.P.,
appeared forthe Marquis of Queensberry.
Mr. Oscar Wilde said: .1 am-a dra-
matist and suthor, and take a great
interest in matters of art, and remde in
‘Tite.street, 8. W.: I am acqguainted with
the defendant and many members of his
family. I first beo#®me acquainted with
the defendant in 1892, but I believe 1
haé met him once before that time. Ire-
member Ilunching with Lord Alfred
Douglas, the defeadant’s .sen, at the
Café Roval, in 1892, The defendant
came into the room when we were lJunch.
ing by theinvitation of hisson. Heshook
hands with both of us, and had lunch with
us, Idid notsae Lord Queensberry again
until, I shounld think, the early part of
March, 1894, That was on an ocecasion
when I was lunching at the Café Roval
with Lord Alfred Douclas. The defen.
dant .came into the room while 1 was
lunching, and walked up to the table I
was at. He shook hands with both of us,
and I invited him to lunsh. This oc-
curred jnst after Lord Alfred had re.
turned from Bgypt. There waa a goneral
coaversation betweesn the three of us,

—
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gt | thet they desired is en open question;

MR. OSCAR TWILDE,

{
orincinally abhovt Eaypt. Shortly after
the cﬂxtvgrs&tiun Lord Alfred Doug.as
showsed him & letter, -
My, Nowton : I am inguiring whetoer
this cerd is a libel, and not info any

octber matier. _

Mr. Humphreys : I propose to go info
other libels, * _

Mr. Carson: I am anxious, sir, thab
the letter should be pubt in, as Lord
Queensberry is anxious to have thab
course taken in the intoresta of his son,

Mr. Newton : If the letter is put in 1t
will open the door to difficulties here-
alter. S L

Mr. Humphreys: I am wiiling to
sccede to your suggestion, sir. I am
cortainly reluctant that one of the letters
should be read in public, a8 the names of
exnlted persons are used. |

- Mpy. Wilde, continuing: I have been
handed letters which have been written
by Lord Queensborry.

Mr. Carson: I object to those lotfers
being referred to unless they ara read,

Mr. Newton: I think your objection
ix a zood one, |

Mr. Humphreys; They neod not be
furtber referred to. |
|~ Mr, Wilde (continuing his evidencs)
| said: On Thursday, Xeb. 28, kdrove up
to the Albemarle club, having rze.
cently  refurned from Algisrs. On
entering the clnb I apoke te the
hall - porter, who handed me the
envelope produced. My name is
written on the back of the envelope,
When i$ war handed to me the hall por.

|
l

to hand you this when you came to the.
club,”’ The porter theon gave me the
envelope which contained the eard which
has besn produced, On the back of the
card was writben :=**-4,30 [ 18 {295,

1T rosd what was on the ecard as well

lished- & coréain libel, in the shape of

|

{asT eounld, and I immediately commnais
tecated with my =solisitor, and had an

interview with him on the following day
18t March. Onr thatday Iapplied for
pwarrant for the approhension of Lord
Queensberry. .

Mr. Newton : T sugeest that youv, Mr.
Humphreys, and Mr. Carson should ac-
company me into the room bero and have
8 word,

The magiatrate, Mr. Humphreys, and
Mr. Carson then left the court,

After a short interval they returned
into courf, when Mr. Carson rose to
cross-gxamine Mr. Wilde.

Mr. Newton : How far will yeur cross-
exatmination gof -
“"Mr, Carson: It will go to show that
Lord Queensberry was anxious fo pub an
end to the acquaintanceship of his. gon
with Mr. Wilge, | |
- Mr, Humphreya held that Mr, Carson
could not go into any extrancous mat-
tera, and cifed in sapport of his conten-

t
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referrad to the arrest of his 1

i { Marquis of Queensberry, now is the time

\ | their shouting to create am opposition,
| | they did not meet with much success,
| YWhather the army atfracted te their

FI—

ter said, ** Lord Queensberry desired me } manded,

| THE LORD

tthrongh the thoroughfares of Rogent.

tion the caseof ** The Queen v, Carden,”

Mz, Carson: I porpose to ask certain
questions to show how it was Lord
Queensbarry came o write this card, 16
being connected with previous lettera
that had been written to Mr. Wilde, |
Lord Queensberry thonght that, having
regard to the morality of his son, he

 was justified in taking sieps to put &

stop to the continnance of his acguain-~
tanes with Mr. Osear Wildae. :

Mr. Newfon objected to the matter
being gone into. | |

Detective-inapector Greet’s avidence,
which was given when the case was
befare the court last week, and whick

ordship,
was then read over. o |
Mr, Newton: John Sholto Douglas, i
for you to make an answer fo the charge;
but remember whatever you say will be
taken down in writing and may be given |
In evidence against you on vour trial,
The Marquiz of Queensberry: I have

simply to say that I wrote that card
simply with the intention of bringing the
matter to & bead, having been unable to
meet Mr, Wilde oftherwise, and to save
my son, and I abide by what I wrote,

Mr. Newton then formally commifted
the defendant for frial at the Céntral
Criminal court, allowing the same bail
aﬁ Egg?re, nameiy, one sureby in the sum J
0 AR/

CHIEF JUSTICE ON
THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC,

The Liverpool Spring assizes were
opened on Tnesday, the Lord Chief Jus-
tice presiding in the Crewn court. XHis
lordship,in ~arging the grand jury, re-
ferred fo the recent report of the head-
constable of Liverpool, which announced
2 marked diminution of cases of drunk.
engess in the city, He thought they
might attribnie the improvement to
geveral cnuses—in part to the aclive
viguance displayed by the police in
supervising the carrying on of the busi-
ness of public-houses, in part to the
caro that liconsees themsaslves displayed
in not. giving drink to persons unfit to.
receive if, in part also to the diminished
number of houses licensed for the sals
of intoxicating drink, and, lastly, he.
thought some of the diminutior might
be attributed to the improvement in the
inbelligence of the people. He noticed:
that the diminution of drunkenness syn-
ghronigsed with a diminntion in the nuin- ‘i
ber of public-honses.. If that were more |
than an accidental coincldence, if there |
were a relation between the two of canse
and effact, then certainly it suggeatad
matter for very grave consideration ‘on;
the part of thoge who were charged with
the granting, withdrawal, or renewal of
public-house licences. |

-

A WOMAN OVERBOARD,

A mysterious occurrence was reported
on Monday at Belfast by the captain of
tne cross-Channel steamer Hare. It
appears that while the vessel wag pro-
ceeding to Belfnst from Glasgow that
morning, and when about mid-Channel,
a man and woman, named Dorman and
M‘Larnon {stesrage. passengers), came
on deck, and a few minutes later the
woman disappearsd over the veazzel’s
gide. Porman’s version of the affair iy
that the woman committed suicide, *

Sabinieliistrmra.
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MIpNIGHT MARCHOF SALVATIONISTS,
~—The Salvation army  authorities on
Tuesday commsenced a somewhat novel
plan of camnaign in connection with the
res¢na work which is carried on. of a
night in the West-end of London. A}
half-past 11 o’clock a-contingent-of Sal.
vationists, consiating largely of provin-
cinl officers, men and women, numbering
trom five to six hundred, siarted from’
Regent ball in Oxford-street. Accom-
nanied by two brass bands, they marched

streos and Piccadilly and back to the
barracks, where a wmidunight meeting
was held. The procession provoked
q - considerable amount .of atiention
smopg the promenaders of Picoadilly
and Regent-streot, and although a
few boisterous youtbs endesvonred by

place of mesting quite the clasa of people

but their ball—which will acoommodate
apwards of 2,000—in Oxifcrd-street, was
filled shortly after midnight. Mr, Bram-
well Booth (chiafof the Salvation Army
staff) presided a¢ a characteristic meet.
ing which was subsequently addressed
by Mrs. Bramwell Booth, who is {he
superintendent of the reacne movement,
and has especially interested herself in
the miduight mission work in the west
of T.ondon, which has hitherto besn
carried on by the women workers asso.
ciated with the army. -

ArnLeaeEDp QUuTRAGE.~William West,
described as a labourer, of 17, Kemball.
stroet, Ipswich, was charged at Ipswich
Borourh police-court on Monday with
burelariously entering a dwelling housa
and committing a criminal agsault apon
a gervant girl, aged 15 yvears, The house
wheare the crime is alleged to have taken
place is at the corner of Cauldwell Hall-
road and Freehold-road, and is oceupied |
by Mies Butler, who was formerly prin.
cipul of a ladies’ school in-the borough.
The girl stated that at about ons o’clock |
on Sunday morning ahe was awakenad
by footsteps in the honse, und a few
minutes later the aecused entered her
bedroom, She screamed, whereupon the
mean put his band over her mouth, and
throatened to take her life if she again
cried out., In her fright she told him he
could taka what valuables he liked, but
he replied that robbery was not his
objeet. After that he sal down and
atnoked & pipe ifor about an hour, the
girl alleged, and the assault complained
of followsd. As soon as he was gons ghe
aroused her mistress, and as the moon.
light had enabled her to see the man die-
tinctly, & descripfion of him waa given
to the police, The accused Was Ie-
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